4i8     THE MEMOIRS OF THE BARON DE MARBOT
noon on the 20th, when all the divisions of Massena's corps crossed to the island. Probably, such great works have never been completed in so short a time. By four o'clock in the afternoon the fourth branch of the Danube was bridged by Massena's infantry divisions, commanded by Generals Legrand, Boudet, Carra-Saint-Cyr, and Molitor, followed by the light cavalry divisions under Lasalle and Marulaz, with General Espagne's cuirassiers, 25,000 men in all, debouched from the island, with the intention of occupying the villages of Essling and Aspern. Only a few squadrons of the enemy appeared on the horizon; the bulk of the Austrian army was still at Gerhardsdorf, but was about to march to prevent us from establishing ourselves on the left bank. Marshal Lannes' corps was to leave Nussdorf for Ebersdorf, but, being delayed in its passage through Vienna,, it did not come up till late the next day. The infantry of the guard'followed.
On the evening of May 20, the Emperor and Marshal Lannes being lodged in the only house which existed oru the island, my comrades and I took up our quarters close by> in brilliant moonlight, on beautiful turf. It was a delicious night, and with the carelessness of soldiers, thinking nothing* of the morrow's dangers, we chatted gaily, and sang the last new airs—among others, two which were then very popular in the army, being attributed to Queen Hortense. The words were very appropriate to our circumstances; there was :—
c You leave me, dear, to go where glory waits you.; My loving heart accompanies your steps.'
And then again::—
£ The gentle radiance of the evening star
Illumined with its beams the tents of France/         :
Captain d'Albuquerque was the most joyous of us all., and after charming us with his fine voice, he sent us into fits bf laitghing by relating the most-comical adventures of his life. Poor fellow! he little thought thkb theficult, but once on the island the troops met with no obstacle; the enemy, pre-occupied with the idea that we meant to cross above Vienna, having omitted to guard that point. The construction of the bridges lasted all night, and, the weather being fine, was completed by
